
Department this year.  Of course next 

year we will have to deal with a very 

significant departure as Bill Hillison will 

retire from the department after 34 years. 

Needless to say, he will be impossible to 

replace. 

 

Last yearôs new faculty hires have 

allowed us to offer a graduate forensics 

course again.  It is a very popular class 

and students have enthusiastically 

embraced its return.  We have also added 

an undergraduate class in internal 

auditing.  With the rapid change in 

accounting practice from Sarbanes-

Oxley to the upcoming International 

Financial Reporting Standards, 

significant changes in accounting 

curricula are a certainty.  We will do our 

best to stay on top of those changes in 

order to make sure that our students are 

prepared to meet the ever-changing 

challenges ahead of them. 

 

In summary, we are very proud of the 

job that our graduates do, from passing 

the CPA exam to excelling in their firms 

or organizations. This performance is 

due to hard work on the part of the 

students and the faculty.  It is also due to 

the generous help we get from our 

alumni and friends. I cannot thank you 

enough for your support.  With your 

continued help, I expect to keep your 

FSU Accounting Department on the 

track to excellence. 

 

Dear Alumni and Friends: 

 

 

As we complete another academic year, I 

would like to bring you up to date on 

what weôve been doing and look forward 

to what we hope to do.  I am pleased to 

report that your FSU Accounting 

Department is doing very well and that I 

believe we are poised to excel further in 

the future.  I would first like to thank the 

office staff, faculty, alumni, and other 

friends of the Department who have 

contributed to our success.  Without 

them, this Department would not be able 

to produce the high-quality accounting 

graduates for which we have become 

known. 

 

Our programs continued to be ranked 

well in the annual ranking of accounting 

programs in the Public Accounting 

Report.  In its October 2007 publication, 

our undergraduate program was listed as 

25th, our MAcc program 23rd, and the 

doctoral program received an honorable 

mention.  According to the National 

Association of the State Boards of 

Accountancy, our students had the 15th 

highest passage rate in the country 

among first-time candidates (60 percent 

passage rate).  Finally, FSU was 

recognized as Bill Hillison was named 

the Florida Institute of Certified Public 

Accountantôs Educator of the Year.  That 

award was a well-deserved honor for 

Bill and the Department.  It is very 

satisfying to receive these recognitions 

and I hope that we can leverage these 

successes to generate even higher 

performance in the future. 

 

Of course, future success will depend in 

a large part on our students and our 

faculty.  Accounting enrollments have 

stabilized at about 450 and 500 

undergraduate accounting majors and 

between 80 and 90 MAcc students.  We 

have increased a couple of the 

requirements to become and remain an 

accounting major and we expect that 

those changes will contribute toward our 

goal of graduating the best accountants 

possible. 

 

Under faculty news, the Department had 

another great recruiting year.  We hired 

FSU Alumnus Jimmy Woodward as our 

first Executive-in-Residence.  Before 

starting his teaching career with us in 

January, Jimmy was the Chief Financial 

Officer of Flowers Industries in 

Thomasville, Georgia.  He is precisely the 

type of ultra-experienced accountant we 

were looking to fill this position.  We were 

also very fortunate to attract TJ Atwood to 

teach tax for us.  She received her Ph.D. 

from the University of Illinois in 1995 and 

she brings with her an impressive record of 

teaching and research.  We were fortunate 

to not have any faculty departures from the 
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THE FOOTNOTE IS GOING GREEN 
 

This yearôs Footnote will be the last to be mailed.  We will be 
publishing it at the Departmentôs website in the future.  To be 
informed of its publication, please provide us with your email 
address. Send an email with your information to Nan LaPorte 
at nlaporte@cob.fsu.edu so that we can contact you in future 
years. 

mailto:nlaporte@cob.fsu.edu
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Dear Alumni and Friends: 

I trust this newsletter finds you all well and enjoying 

the end of summer.  It has been a hectic year for the 

College.  During February we finished our AACSB 

maintenance of accreditation visit.  I am happy to 

report that our accreditation for the College and 

Accounting were reaffirmed for another five years.  

Thanks to all of you who helped with the visits.  

Additionally this spring, the College underwent 

University- and State-mandated Quality 

Enhancement Reviews, (QERs) which we also passed 

with flying colors.  While these reviews proved time-

consuming, they resulted in an increased focus on 

two major issues.  The first area we need to continue 

to work on is our College brand and public 

recognition of the quality of our programs, and the second is 

our financial structure.   

In response to the first concern, I am pleased to announce that 

we have launched a national branding campaign.  Our tag line 

ï ñInternational Acclaim.  Individual Attention.ò ï was the 

result of extensive marketing research  revealing that our 

alumni leave FSU with an education that launches them into 

careers where they can compete with anyone in the 

world.  We do this by continuing to give our students 

individual attention while attending the College.  In 

the future you will be seeing several creative pieces 

aimed at reinforcing our brand.  A special thanks to 

Tallahassee-based creative agency, The Zimmerman 

Agency, who has been instrumental in developing 

our branding message in its various media and 

marketing forms.  

The second area of concern reflects the reality that 

the College does not have the financial resources 

required to move it to preeminence.  We are now in 

the process of identifying the types of private support 

needed and that are essential to our future.  I will be 

working closely with the Accounting Department to 

identify its needs and to create a long-term strategy aimed at 

increasing our private funding.  I want to thank all of you who 

continue to financially support the Accounting Department and 

College and look forward to sharing with you exciting new 

programs for the future.   

All the best,   

Caryn 

Caryn L. Beck-Dudley, 

Dean 

Rene Manes 

Rene Manes passed away on June 15, 2008 at the age of 90. He received his Ph.D. from Pur-

due University, stayed to teach, and in time he became Associate Dean of the Krannert Busi-

ness School at Purdue University.  In 1972 he became Dean of the Business School at the Uni-

versity of Arizona in Tucson.  He retired from Administration to return to teaching at the Uni-

versity of Illinois at Champaign. In 1984 he moved to Florida State University to teach part 

time. He retired in 1995.  Rene was a scholar who freely offered his time and energy.   

Facul ty  News 

Homer Black 

The Accounting Department lost a dear friend with the death of Homer Augustus Black, on Janu-

ary 31, 2008.  Homer was 84 years old.  He was a graduate of the University of Georgia and re-

ceived a doctorate in business administration from the University of Michigan. He served as a lieu-

tenant in the Navy, stationed in the Marshall Islands during World War II. Homer moved to Talla-

hassee in 1957 to join the School of Business faculty at Florida State University.  He was chairman 

of the Accounting Department for 34 years and retired as Professor Emeritus.  Homer touched the 

lives of all those with whom he worked and taught.  He will be missed but not forgotten. 

In Memoria  

 

 



Facul ty  News 

time in home, dock, and boat maintenance.  

Gibbes Miller   Gibbes lives in Monticello and remains active in 

business.  He is a Director in the Academy of Ethics in Financial 

Reporting, an organization started by several faculty members 

related to FSU. 

Homer J. Mottice  Jay lives in Tallahassee and has most of his 

family living in the area, too.  

Alice Nichols  Alice lives in Tallahassee with her spouse, Gene.  

She participates in the Florida State University Faculty & Friends 

Club and often attends Accounting Department events. 

 

Any alumni wishing to communicate with prior faculty may 

address a letter to that personôs attention and send it to: Office 

Manager, Accounting Department, Florida State University, 

Room 309 RBA, 821 Academic Way, P.O. Box 3061110, 

Tallahassee, Florida 32306-1110.  We will see that the faculty 

members get the mail.   

Reti red Facul ty  Updates 

George Fiebelkorn  George and his spouse, Pat, live outside 

of Washington D.C.  George is retired and currently raises and 

trains dogs.   

Bill Gallups   Bill and his wife, Holly, live at Panacea, Florida. 

They enjoy quite a bit of traveling, especially in the western 

states. 

William Jordan  Bill and his wife, Susan, live in Tallahassee.  

Bill taught Partnership Tax this past spring semester at FSU.  

Bill is staying active in the gym, although he would rather be 

running. 

Blanton McBride  Blan lives in Tallahassee and remains 

active with FSU.  He is currently involved in patenting 

improvements in military protective jackets.  Family remains a 

large part of Blanôs life. 

Edward McIntyre   Ed sends his regards to his past students.   

He and his wife, Marge, are enjoying an active retirement.  

They enjoy fishing, exercising, and traveling to see the 

grandchildren.  Living on the coast, Ed has spent considerable 
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Allen Blay, Assistant Professor:  ñThe Effects of Fraud and Going-concern Risk on Auditors' Assessments of the Risk of Material 

Misstatement and Resulting Audit Procedures,ò International Journal of Auditing with Tim Kizirian and L. Dwight Sneathen. 

Bruce Billings, Associate Professor and Richard Morton, Associate Professor:  ñReliability and Transparency of Non-GAAP 

Disclosures by Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs),ò  The Accounting Review with Bok Baik. 

Paul L. Bowen, Associate Professor:  ñData Quality Initiatives: Striving for Continuous Improvements,ò  International Journal of 

Information Quality with S. Tee, P. Doyle and F.H. Rohde.  ñEnhancing IT Governance Practices: A Model and Case Study of an 

Organization's Efforts,ò International Journal of Information Quality with M.Y.D. Cheung and F.H. Rohde.  ñFactors Influencing 

Organizations to Improve Data Quality in Their Information Systems,ò Accounting and Finance with S. Tee,  P. Doyle and F.H. 

Rohde. 

Martin G. Fennema, Associate Professor:  ñMental Budgeting Versus Marginal Decision Making: Training, Experience, and Justi-

fication,ò Journal of Behavioral Decision Making with J. Perkins. 

Frank Heflin, Associate Professor:  ñInformation Quality and Intraday Spread Patterns,ò  Review of Accounting and Finance with 

Kenneth Shaw and John Wild. 

Ryan Huston, Assistant Professor:  ñEarnings Management through Effective Tax Rates: The Effects of Tax Planning Investment 

and the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002,ò Contemporary Accounting Research  with Kirsten A. Cook and C. Omer. 

Jeff Paterson, Associate Professor:  ñThe Influence of Large Clients on Office-Level Auditor Oversight: Evidence from the Prop-

erty-Casualty Insurance Industry,ò Journal of Accounting and Economics with Jennifer Gaver. 

Douglas E. Stevens, Associate Professor:  ñPublic and Private Forms of Opportunism within the Firm: A Joint Examination of 

Budget and Effort Behavior,ò Journal of Management Accounting Research with Jeff Schatzberg. 

Faculty Publications 
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New Faces in the Account ing Department 

Meet  Professor TJ Atwood 
 

Q: Why did you choose to come to Florida State University? 

A: I was first attracted to FSU because of the accounting programôs strong reputation and the concentration in taxation, which is my 

area of expertise.  When I visited the campus last fall, I was also very impressed with the accounting 

faculty and the leadership of the Department and the College. 

Q: Where did you complete your education?  Where and how long have you been teaching? 

A: I received my B.S. from Western Kentucky University, my M.B.A. from the University of Texas, and 

my Ph.D. from the University of Illinois.  My first teaching experience was at the University of Texas 

during my M.B.A. program and I continued teaching at the University of Illinois throughout my Ph.D. 

program.  Upon completion of my Ph.D. program, I taught at the University of Missouri, Kansas State 

University, and the University of North Texas.  All together, I have about 18 years of teaching 

experience. 

Q: What is your fondest memory as a teacher? 

A: I have many fond memories as a teacher and it is difficult to pick just one.  I have particularly enjoyed 

receiving letters or e-mails from former students indicating that my course helped them in their new 

jobs or influenced their decision to pursue a career in the tax area. 

Q: What are some of your interests and hobbies?  

A: I have two very active children (ages 5 and 8) and I enjoy spending time with them.  I also enjoy 

reading books on a wide variety of topics, including history, science, economics, politics, philosophy, and religion along with 

some sci-fi/fantasy novels. 

Dr. TJ Atwood will be teaching at the Tallahassee campus.  She will be teaching tax research in the Fall 2008 semester.  Her 

research area is empirical archival taxation including the impact of income taxation on capital structure decisions and 

financial reporting.   

Facul ty  Awards 

University Teaching  

Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Paterson 

Beta Alpha Psi Teacher of 

the Year Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe Icerman 

FICPA Educator of the Year 

Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Hillison  

Meet our Executive-in-Residence Jimmy Woodward 
 

Q: Why did you choose to come to Florida State University?   

A: I am a graduate of the FSU COB in accounting and had hoped for the opportunity to teach at FSU. 

Q: What did you do before coming to FSU?  

A: I was the SVP and CFO of Flowers Foods (NYSE: FLO). 

Q: What do you like most about teaching so far at FSU?   

A: The challenge of communicating with a diverse group of students. 

Q: What are some of your interests and hobbies?   

A: Family activities with my wife, Penny, and my two sons, Blake and Brooks.  FSU sports!  

Jimmy Woodward joined the FSU Accounting Department in the Spring of 2008 teaching Financial 

Accounting and Reporting I.  He will be teaching Federal Tax Accounting I in the fall semester.   


